Introduction
Seat belt legislation appears to have reduced mortality from, and the incidence of, serious head and facial injuries due to motor vehicle accidents.
The use of seat belts has, however, also modified injury patterns in car occupants involved in accidents. This review traces the introduction of seat belt legislation and delineates the types of injury which have been attributed to seat belt wearing.
Historical aspects
The need for passive restraints and alterations in car interior design was first noted by Straith.l Other major vessels in the abdomen can also be injured. A case of seat-belt related portal vein thrombosis associated with organized mesenteric haematoma has thus been described. 73 Although at the onset there was some doubt as to the advisability of seat belt use in pregnancy, experimental studies in baboons purported to show increased fetal survival in front end collisions ifseat belts were worn. 74 Although cases of uterine rupture in association with lap belt wearing have been described,75-77 it has been stressed that these occurred when the belt was incorrectly worn, the lap component being higher than the iliac crests. Other possible injuries include abruptio placentae, abortion, premature labour and premature rupture of membranes.77 These 
